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“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in Malice.” 
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Wednesday Evening, May 16th, 1827. 
Oronoko, the Drish Tutor, and Rugintino. 


MR. AND MRS. HAMERTON’S BENEFIT. 


Tue produce of the house,this Evening did not exceed the sum 
of Sixty Pounds, we cannotimagine how the business of the stage 
isearried on in consequence of the indisposition of the two 
principal actors, their places having been miserably supplied’; in 
short, nothing can be more irksome tham to set for hours 
together listening to the reading of parts, as was the case in Oro- 
noko, Mr. Hamerton had the task of Mr. Arlan's character 
imposed on him, and which naturally increased the heaviness of 
the play—one half of the audience appeared to be asleep during 
its performance. The comic Interlude of the Irish ‘Tutor followed 
in which Mr. Hamerton and Mr, Beacham have ever shone with 
extraordinary br-lliancy; there is a good deal of wit in tiis-little 

roduction, which excited bursts of langhter from all parts of the 
issn The Dramatic: Romance of Rugantino, the’ Bravo of 
Venice, composed from Lewis’s work of that name, concluded the 
Evenings entertainment, wherein Mr. Balls as Rugantino had the 
finest opportunity in the world, to display his power of rant, and’ 
he took good care it should not be lost on the audience. In dress, 
it was the counterpart of Magog in the Guild hall, London,—his: 
stentorian voice calling out, Hor! Hor! Hor! Ho! Ho! Ho! 
was quite electric. We heard one or two cries of “‘I'ake that 
poor child out.”—* The woman will go into fits, &c,” whith with’ 
the applauding of some, and the hooting of others, formed altoge- 
ther “a concord of sweet sounds.” A circumstanceha pened in the, 
Dress circle, about the middle of the evening, which we trust, 
will not be repeated, we are not desirous that any one’should 
oecur ill will through inadvertancy, and thereforea gentle bint, 
will, we think be alone suffieient. wi 


PORTRAITURE OF THE DRAMA, No: 10..:' 


MR. SHERWIN. 
This gentleman is a native of the county of York, and wee -« 
ginally an actor on the boards of the Theatre in that 
AA 
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whence he accepte:l an engagement at Drury Lane, we believe in 


the year 1822, and such was the reception which he met from an 
enlightened London audithce, that it must-ever s'amp his reputa- 
tion with the highest neward of fi me; unfortunately for Mr. Sher- 
win, his line of acling.ts 1 a ie alias style as constantly to 
produce him innitmerable” Fi eulevin. thé field of the metropolis, 
‘Few men of the prestit’ vay are more capable of excelling the 


great Emery than M7, it-—has Luke the Labourer, and Tyke 
an the School of Reform, t perhaps;\amongst his best characters 
—but there is about this gentleman at certain times, a great de- 
gree of carelessness and indifference to the duties he has to per- 
JSorm, which does not redound to his credit, this is to be accounted 
for perhaps, because he is not strictly confined to the display of 
those talents that niture and study have given him, and which 
cannot be expected in a Provincial Theatre, not _remark- 
able for-the nicety and discrimination in the casting of the various 
characters of the Drama. There is another me we are bound 
to make—if Mr. Sherwin could have witnessed the ridiculous fi- 
gure which Mr. Sloman latterly cut at this Theatre, by his aptsh 
mountebank tricks in the vulgarist exercise of grimace, and the 
contempt and ridicule he thereby brough! down upon himealy 
after he had pandered to the habits of ‘the gods, he would 
strive toavord falling into the like disrepute ; his reputation 
asit now stands is too valuable a gem to be tarnished or 
bartered away for the fleeting ardor of popular zeal, we say this 
all in good part towards Mr. Sherwin, ‘because we have the 
highest esteem for him as an actor of extraordinary merit. 


Thursday Nights Performance. 
LAUGH WHEN YOU CAN. 


MR. CLIFFORD’S BENEFIT. 


Tue whole of the performances this evening, were credi- 
table to the Company ; we never enjoyed a greater treat. ‘Lhe 
amaeing, Comedy of Laugh When you Can, was acted through- 
out, with that spirit and style of humour, which justly, gained for 
it, the highest marks of public approbation. Jt has been said the 
public have no taste for the legitimate Drama :—we deny it,—it 
depends entirely on the merits of the piece, and the cast of cha- 
racters in it; we never will believe that Melo-drama and Farce can 
supersede yood Tragedy and Comedy. Mr Cliffords, selection has 
been the best since the Benefits commenced, 

Mr. Balls as the light, active, and jocular Gossamer, afforded 
great entertainment, we know of nog playin: which | be, ever 
appeared {o so much advantage. Mr. Wharton as,old Bonus, 
was indeed good—his wit was of the attic order, ripe, rich, and 
full, We trust this worthy and excellent man, will be prevailed 
upon to take a beuefit, and that the spirit of the people will shew 
itself in a far different way to what it has hitherto done. Wehave 
no personal, acquainianee with’ >. Wharton; but as far as our 





i- 


: 





103 


connection extends, and means allow; .we.will, éxert.ourselves to 
the utmost in the furtherance’ of his Views. 4 .j)0 joy ob pa | 

Mr. Wilkinson who took Mr. Arlan’s part, (Mortimer) did,the 
best he could with ‘it, he made. it kanpeatalie, and he was correct 
in aisdelivery. Mrs. Brudenell as Mrs. Mortimer, dressed and 
looked charmingly; she.i8:.an interesting’ aetress, and where it is 
required that melancholy should envelope the heart, and sorrow 
oppress the breast, she is quite athome, There is, a character in 
this comedy, which is one of an exalted kind, we.mean the moral- 
izing and faithful Sambo the sentiments of pure unsophisticated 
nature, incorruptible integrity, and glorious love, of liberty, which 
marks all he jsays and does, are in themselves excellent, and the 
part being in the hands of Mr. Baker, lost nothing of its original 
value. ‘The house was respectably attended—the proceeds some- 
where about £65. We cannot omit noticing'a ‘very promising 
little child, Master Watkinson, as Charles Mortimer; we prog- 
nosticate that if the cultivation of his rising: genius is properly at- 
tended to, talent of a very superior order will ispeedll develope 
itself. At the end of the play, Miss Phillips gave the difficult 
song of “ Now Joys Delighting,” with admirable skill, power, and 
sweetness ; she appears to gain confidence,; and it is high time 
to begin its exercise—we never said Miss Philips could not sing 
well ; on the contrary, we have ever suspected she could if she 
would, and recent trials fully justify that our silent opinion was not 
imagined in error. The Scotch dance, by Miss Watkingon, and a 
new Comic song from Mr. Baker, caused tauch delight to the 
gallery folks ; these lovers of a bit of fun,“ tried it on” as they 
call it,{by encoring the song, “but it ‘would not go down ;” and 
much to their credit, they did not ‘press the point with more than 
ordinary vigor. ¥ 


The £100 Note. 


Tars\is one of the last new farces teted in London, and is, with- 
out exception, the best of jits kind‘ that: have been produced for 
many years: there are eighteen characters.io NeaitLaw eferhich 

e 





have soniething§\to do. I7r. Wharton as wyer (Mor- 
gan of CrickHowel,) affordedthe greatest amusement, more par- 
ticularly in the first actin, reading the itemSs\ofthe landlords bill, viz: 
‘ breakfast four shillings and sixpence, pop a shilling; ‘ Whatdo 
you.ealkpop, falféwh ringer pop. ‘No, Sir bpap for the child.” «Oh 
ho! well, let us bab Crening again) “lunch three shillings, pap 
a shilling; dinner six shillings and sixpence, pap a shilling ; brandy 
and watertenpenee, pap a shilling; and so on to the end of boots, 
nothing, but pap a shilling. . The comic humour of Mr. Wharton, 
gave to the pronunciation of the words. the highest possible zest, 
and’ convulsed'the house with répeated peals of laughter. We 
have notroom to go into a minute critique, but will conclude with 
noticing Mr. Sherwin as Billy Black, the boots of the hotel, who 
is for everlasting cracking conundrums, some very witty, others 
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fur fetchedwe pive orie—" Why is Mr, Paperfand like a Scraper ?” : 
«] say, do you give it up?”—because I found him against the 
door. 








AGW LOSPLIIZS. 


Baxer—TI cannot vouch the fact, 
But’ frequently be said, 
 Trevery ou have to act, 
_ You € orb scratch your head! = 
Good Mr..S———n, you have a way, 

Of sawing ’cross the air; 
And wicked people also say, 

¥ou: mouth, and strut, and.stare ! 
Now what amr I,.do let me see, 


I' fear I’m: wicked too! : ms 
T cannot for the.soul of me, sed 
Help langhing—not at you, 28 wi 
But at those-useful Hands of yours, at lea 
Which measure all you say, : . 
What quantities of little tours | , a 
They must’ take in a day. . ; 


_ Fatetkr tat you T say, farewell ; 








For-ladies fear no fall, 
MY bow to Mas, Baupenz.t, 
Good wishes to them all. a 
JoKgBY. wit 
+ Mrz Beacnam venerably termed by Bacon, the Father of the Norwich Company. his 
- his 
On Saturday, May: 19th. 1827, will be presented, tr 
) Shakespeare’s play of ra 
+ sic 
JULIUS CESAR; |: 
: , 9 fe 
OR,. THE BATTLE OF PHILLIPPI, . of 
‘The MANAGER in DISTRESS, . 
: ci 
AND 
ST. SWITHIN’S CHAIR; . 


Or, the Might Hag. 


To.Correspondents —Qur friends Rivers, Andte, Veritas, Paul Bry; and X, Y. Z- 
afe ‘requested to send, or call at the Printer’s, at the conclusion of the season, when 
eaohy will fini! w letter from the Editor, and a copy of this work as a mark of our 
esteem for their very}valuable favors, 


(Puinted by P Oruneheld, Hethel-Street, Norwich. 
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